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Minister’s Foreword

I am very pleased to welcome the publication of this report on the public 
consultation process on the development of comprehensive regulations and 
quality standards for school-age childcare.

The consultation process included an opportunity for feedback on the draft 
quality standards that had been developed by the Working Group set up by 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in line with the first action 
identified in the Action Plan for School Age Childcare (2017). The findings of the 
consultation process informed the finalisation of National Quality Guidelines 
for School Age Childcare Services, which is the final output of the Working 
Group and which is being published at the same time as this consultation report.

The consultation process also included questions on minimum standards to be 
set in regulations, and the findings of the consultation process will inform the 
development of comprehensive regulations for school-age childcare that will 
replace the initial regulations that came into force in 2019.
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The public consultation included a call for submissions and an invitation to 
complete an online survey for interested parties and members of the public, 
including children.1 My Department also hosted an Open Policy Debate on the 
future of School Age Childcare to which key stakeholders, including school-age 
childcare providers and groups representing children, parents and practitioners 
were invited. I warmly welcome the high level of engagement in the consultation 
process. In total there were more than 1,000 participants across the different 
elements of the consultation, which provides a strong evidence base for the 
conclusions of this report.

The views expressed by respondents to this consultation were wide ranging 
and have helped to develop a number of actions which aim to support 
the development of school-age childcare in Ireland. I wish to express my 
gratitude to all who took part in this consultation, which helped to ensure 
my Department’s decisions are informed by the views of those most directly 
concerned.

I would also like to thank Rosemary Brien for her excellent work in analysing the 
consultation findings and preparing this report.

School-age childcare is still in the early stages of development. My Department 
remains committed to working to progress the sector and to build on the 
successful collaborations we have established with sectoral stakeholders. 
We will therefore reflect carefully on the consultation results as a basis for 
working with the school-age childcare sector so that we can deliver affordable, 
accessible and high quality school-age childcare in Ireland.

Minister Roderic O’Gorman TD

September 2020

1  A dedicated consultation with children also took place in 2016 to inform the development of the Action Plan
on School-Age Childcare, which gave rise to the development of both quality standards and regulations.
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During the past decade, there has been a rapid expansion of, and investment 
in, early learning and care (ELC) and school age childcare (SAC) in Ireland.  
Public investment in childcare has risen significantly, though from a low 
base by international standards.  This investment has largely been directed 
at a range of universal and targeted supports to make ELC more affordable, 
including the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme and the 
recently launched National Childcare Scheme (NCS). 

Over the last two years, significant change has also occurred within the SAC 
sector.  The Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) commissioned 
Report of Consultations with Children on Afterschool Care (2016) which 
outlined the views of children aged 5-7 years and 8-12.  The Action Plan 
on School Age Childcare was published in March 2017, recommending 
the development of a comprehensive set of quality standards for SAC 
and introduction of a robust quality assurance system for SAC services 
with statutory regulation, similar to that provided by the Tusla Early Years 
Inspectorate. 

The Standards Working Group developed Draft National Quality Standards for 
Centre-Based SAC Services in 2018.  This draft document (which was focus 
of a number of the questions in the public consultation) was comprised of 
principles, standards, components, elements and further useful information.  
It was initially envisaged that this document would be published and services 
could work towards these standards during which time regulations would 
be developed.  The introduction of the NCS necessitated a change in the 
sequence of actions involved in developing regulations and standards for SAC.  
This change has involved introducing Registration Regulations earlier than 
previously expected and before the publication of standards. 

The findings of this consultation process have already informed the finalisation 
of the National Quality Guidelines for School-Age Childcare Services, 
developed by the Standards Working Group, and the Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs (DCYA) intends to use the findings of the consultation 
process also to inform the development of comprehensive regulations, which 
will replace the Registration Regulations. 

Introduction

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/efc673-report-of-consultations-with-children-on-after-school-care/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/89f0b1-action-plan-on-school-age-childcare/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/89f0b1-action-plan-on-school-age-childcare/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/25701/c8a4403f46ac4a19a2e74e4ed86c8d23.pdf#page=1
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/25701/c8a4403f46ac4a19a2e74e4ed86c8d23.pdf#page=1
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/575/made/en/print
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For the purpose of this report, school age childcare is defined as:

Any service for school going children aged 4-15 years, which operates during 
one or more of the following periods:

 – Before school
 – After school
 – During school holidays

These services may be delivered in a variety of settings:

 – Standalone services for school going children;
 – Centre-based services: part of service provision offered by sessional or 

part time Early Learning and Care (ELC) settings (e.g. pre-school morning 
session, school age afternoon provision);

 – Centre-based services: part of service provision offered by full day ELC 
settings;

 – School-based services (primary or secondary): run by the school, a 
voluntary management committee or an individual operator.

 – Childminders: working in a home based setting.

Settings can include a wide variety of facilities - community halls, crèches/
daycare premises, pre-school premises, purpose built stand-alone facilities, 
school premises, places of worship, libraries, etc. Services may be managed in a 
number of different ways, e.g. by voluntary management committees, private 
individuals or schools. School age childcare services may or may not be in 
receipt of State or other funding.

School age childcare services use a range of terms to describe the type 
of service being offered: breakfast clubs, after school clubs, out of school 
programmes, summer camps, etc.
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As part of the introduction of comprehensive regulations and quality guidelines 
for the SAC sector a comprehensive consultation process took place with key 
stakeholders in the sector, including centre-based services, stand alone services, 
school-based services, childminders, ELC and SAC support organisations, 
parents and National Voluntary Childcare Organisations (NVCOs). The 
consultation process consisted of four strands: (1) an invitation to make written 
submissions; (2) an online survey; (3) focus groups with ELC and SAC providers; 
and (4) an Open Policy Debate.

1. Invitation to make written submissions
DCYA invited written submissions from individuals or organisations with 
an interest in SAC in relation to future regulations for the sector and the 
development of a national quality framework for SAC services. This strand 
of the comprehensive consultation process was open from 21st of May to 
5th of July 2019. In total, 19 written submissions were received, ranging 
in length from one to 90 pages. Typically, submissions were between two 
and four pages in length. The call for written submissions can be found at 
Appendix 1.

2. Online survey
An online survey was live from 21st of May to 5th of July 2019. In total, 
951 respondents completed the survey. Respondents represented a range 
of stakeholders including SAC providers (42% of respondents), parents 
(40% of respondents), childminders (9.9%) and SAC support organisations. 
A breakdown of respondents is in Appendix 5. The list of questions 
included in the online survey can be found at Appendix 2.

3. Focus Group with Early Years and School Age Providers
An Expression of Interest to attend a focus group was issued to SAC 
providers in relation to future regulations for the sector and the 
development of a national quality framework for SAC services via the City 
and County Childcare Committees. This focus group was held on June 6th, 
2019. A total of 34 participants attended from 31 SAC settings. For the 
purposes of this report, an analysis was conducted on the notes taken at 
this focus group. The invitation to attend the focus group can be found at 
Appendix 3.

Consultation Process 
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4. Open Policy Debate
On June 20th, 2019, DCYA hosted an open policy debate on the future 
of SAC to which key stakeholders, including SAC providers and groups 
representing children, parents and practitioners were invited. A total of 
55 participants attended this consultation. For this report, an analysis was 
conducted on the notes taken at the open policy debate. The invitation 
to attend the open policy debate can be found at Appendix 4. The full list 
of participants who took part in the consultation process can be found at 
Appendix 5.

Themes emerging from the consultation
This report outlines the major themes which have emerged from the 
consultation process.

These themes include:

 – Structure of Regulations and National Quality Standards
 – Childminders
 – Quality Frameworks for SAC
 – Planning and Timeframe
 – Qualifications and Training
 – Ratios Requirements
 – Group Size and Floor Space Requirements
 – Sustainability
 – Parents
 – Policies and Procedures
 – Homework
 – The SAC Environment
 – Outdoor Provision
 – Supporting Children with Additional Needs
 – Provision of Food
 – Consultation with Children

The source data contained in this report for Figures 1 to 12 pertain to responses 
to the public consultation online survey.
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A Broad Welcome for Regulation and Standards for the SAC Sector
The consultation process demonstrated that the introduction of regulation for 
the SAC sector is seen as a very welcome development with the potential to 
improve quality services for children and young people.

The introduction of regulation into the School Aged Childcare (SAC) sector is a very 
welcome development. (Written submission by Cork Early Years Network).

Early Childhood Ireland welcomes the move to regulate school age childcare which 
has the potential to improve services for children and ensure consistency of quality 
to all children attending centre based childcare. (Written submission by Early 
Childhood Ireland).

Has potential to add value to services, many positives. (Focus group feedback).

I believe that comprehensive regulation for SAC will have a positive effect on 
the provision of SAC in Ireland, it will provide clarity and minimum standards to 
SAC providers and have a positive impact on the children attending. (Written 
submission by Kildare County Childcare Committee).

Regulations and standards will drive improved practice. (Open policy debate 
feedback).

Sherpa Kids welcomes the move to introduce regulations for School Aged 
Childcare providing they are fully comprehensive and inclusive of all types of care. 
(Written submission by Sherpa Kids IRL).

We are in full agreement with regulation within afterschool. (Written submission 
by Shining Stars Afterschool).

Themes Emerging from the 
Consultation
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Figure 1 below shows that 88% (n=835) of participants who took part in the 
online survey welcomed the introduction of regulations for the SAC sector.

A minority of respondents2 however, expressed concerns that the introduction 
of regulation will lead to an increased administrative workload with time 
spent on completing observations and administration required for regulatory 
compliance which may impact contact time with children and young people 
using the service.

Some respondents3 suggested that any future regulations for the SAC sector be 
extended to summer and mid-term activity camps run by organisations who do 
not currently fall under the remit of the SAC regulations.

Responses to the consultation process demonstrate that the introduction of 
quality standards to develop a shared and consistent understanding of quality 
as well as a common language and standardisation of practice for the SAC 
sector is welcomed along with the content of the seven key principles which 
underpin the standards. which may impact contact time with children and young 
people using the service.

2  Written Submissions: 3 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 22 of 951 responses.  Focus Group: referenced 9 
times in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced twice in notes.
3  Online Survey: 7 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced once in notes.

Do you welcome the move to regulate the School Age Childcare sector?

Yes

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No

Figure 1.  Do you welcome the move to regulate the School Age Childcare sector? Online survey response. 
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Quality standards are welcome. (Focus group feedback).

They capture a holistic view of SAC and the needs of SAC children. (Online survey 
response by Wexford County Childcare Committee).

I believe the draft guidelines are a major step in the right direction towards a robust, 
high quality SAC standard. (Online survey response by Standalone SAC provider 
- Owner).

Responses to the consultation process suggest that the introduction of 
regulation and standards for the SAC sector is a welcome development with 
potential to improve quality in SAC services for children and young people.

Structure of Regulations and National Quality Standards
A minority4 of responses from the written submissions and the free text section 
of the online survey to the consultation process suggested that regulation and 
standards should be reflective of each distinct model of SAC setting; centre-
based services, school-based services, standalone services and childminders 
with one written submission suggesting that standards could be differentiated 
by age group. These responses suggest that each model faces differing 
limitations in the provision of SAC; for example, the ability to provide a hot meal 
or the number of toilets available on the premises.

Regulations need to be proportionate to the varied types of SAC provision. For 
example, smaller services may not be able to facilitate male and female toilets. 
(Written submission by Cork Early Years Network).

There is a need for a differentiated set of Standards and Regulations to be 
developed for distinct types of provision as is the case for the Quality Regulatory 
Framework for the Early Learning and Care sector. (Written submission by Early 
Childhood Ireland).

4  Written Submissions: 5 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 27 of 951 responses.
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It was felt that standards should be differentiated for different service types e.g. 
Centrebased and home-based (childminding) services; Services operating on and 
off school premises; ‘Stand-alone’ school-age services and services that also offer 
early learning and care; Services caring for children before school, after school, 
and during school holidays. (Written submission by Kerry School Age Childcare 
Network).

Provision may occur in small, medium or large centres. Standards must be reflective 
of this. (Written submission by Association of Childhood Professionals).

However, a minority5 of responses suggest that standards and regulation should 
be the same across each type of SAC provision.

Everyone should come under the same umbrella, one set of regulations for all. 
(Online survey response by Early Years Provider with existing School Age – 
Practitioner).

All providers must be treated equally regarding inspection, regulation, qualifications 
and remuneration. (Online survey response by Early Years Provider with existing 
School Age – Owner).

Standards applied equally across service types. (Focus group feedback).

There is no broad consensus from the consultation process regarding the 
structure of regulation and quality standards. Some responses suggest a 
preference for regulations and standards to be differentiated for each distinct 
type of SAC provider while other responses suggest that regulations and 
standards should be the same for each type of SAC provision.

5  Online Survey: 29 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced once in notes.
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Childminders
There was a concern among a minority6 of respondents including parents, 
childminders and SAC support organisations that childminders will be required 
to meet the same regulations and standards as centre based SAC settings. 
Responses suggest that this could negatively impact the ability of childminders 
to provide a home from home environment for children and young people. 
These respondents suggested that there be a different set of regulations and 
standards for childminders. Responses also call for further consultation with 
childminders in relation to the development of future regulations and quality 
standards.

I think childminders in their own home require a very different set of training/
regulations/framework. (Online survey response from Parent).

I don’t think it can be a home from home environment if childminding becomes 
similar to centre-based services. (Online survey response from SAC childminder).

The ACP recognise that childminders face different challenges to centre-based 
services. We strongly advocate that regulations would be developed specifically 
for the childminding sector to acknowledge these differences. This can only be 
done in consultation with childminders, parents/guardians and children. (Written 
submission by the Association of Childhood Professionals).

Childminders need to be included in any future planning. Many minders provide 
after school care in their home and should be afforded the correct consultation to 
help support them. (Online survey response from Childminder).

Concerns regarding the introduction of regulations and standards for home 
based SAC settings were expressed by a minority of respondents. The 
consultation process suggests that SAC childminders would like further 
consultation in relation to the development of regulations and standards for 
home based settings.

6 Written Submissions: 2 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 45 of 951 responses. Open Policy Debate: 
referenced 11 times in notes.
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Quality Frameworks for SAC
Figure 2 below demonstrates that 72% (n=682) of those who took part in 
the online survey agree that a National Quality Framework, comprehensive 
regulations and a Quality and Regulatory Framework, similar to the approach 
taken in ELC, would be welcomed for the SAC sector.

Do you think School Age Childcare should follow the approach taken in Early Learning
and Care with a National Quality framework (Síolta), comprehensive regulations and
a Quality and Regulatory Framework (as guidance to the regulations)? 

Yes

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No

Figure 2.  Should SAC follow the same approach as ELC with a National Quality Framework, comprehensive
regulations and Quality and Regulatory Framework?
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While the introduction of regulation for SAC is seen as a positive step in 
developing the quality of SAC provision for children and young people, some 
responses to the consultation process indicate that the sector would like 
guidance and support in meeting regulatory requirements. The introduction 
of a Quality Regulatory Framework for SAC to support settings to comply with 
regulation was suggested as a means to provide this guidance.

Develop a Quality and Regulatory Framework to support SAC services in complying 
with the regulations. (Written submission by Barnardos).

Approach to follow the ECCE sector would be welcomed i.e. Quality standards 
(aspirational), Regulations and Quality & Regulatory Framework. (Written 
submission by Kerry School Age Childcare Network).

The format of the Quality Regulatory Framework for the Early Learning and Care 
sector would be welcomed as guidance to support compliance. (Online survey 
response from Early Childhood Ireland).

In order to support the continuous development of high quality SAC, the 
introduction of a National Quality Framework for SAC which defines, assesses 
and supports all aspects of practice was suggested through some responses to 
the consultation process. Quality framework needed like Síolta. (Focus group 
feedback).

I believe that with some adaptation this tool (Síolta) can be amended to incorporate 
older children. (Written submission by Kildare County Childcare Committee).

A National Quality Framework for SAC should have a similar structure to Síolta and 
be comprised of principles, standards and components with an accompanying user 
friendly manual. (Written submission by Barnardos).

The consultation process suggests that the development of a Quality 
Regulatory Framework to support regulatory compliance and a National 
Quality Framework to support the continuous development of high quality 
SAC for children and young people is preferred.
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Planning and Timeframe
Responses to the consultation process7 suggest that the introduction and 
implementation of future comprehensive regulations, inspection processes 
and quality frameworks should follow a clearly defined timeframe. A phased 
approach to the introduction of regulation is preferred with adequate time, 
communication and funding, including capital funding, provided to implement 
changes.

Existing school aged providers must be given time to adapt services and specific 
school aged courses/standalone modules should be provided in abundance over the 
coming years. (Online survey response from Standalone SAC provider – Owner).

A transition period is now required, and the introduction of future regulations 
must be within a realistic timeframe, aligned with the academic year to allow for 
adequate planning by providers to ensure no adverse impact on their capacity to 
continue to provide school age childcare. (Written submission by Early Childhood 
Ireland).

Where the regulations involve a change for the providers and additional cost then 
funding should be provided to assist them in making the required changes. (Online 
survey response from Parent/Carer.)

Extension of capital funding for service to complete work required under the 
standards. (Online survey response from Early Years Provider with existing 
School Age – Owner).

Standards need to be backed by funding for capital investment. (Online survey 
response from Westmeath County Childcare Committee).

The consultation process suggests that the introduction of comprehensive 
regulation and quality frameworks should follow a phased approach.

7 Written Submissions: 5 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 10 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced 3
times in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced 21 times in notes.
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Qualifications and Training
Responses to the consultation process demonstrate that the introduction of a 
qualification requirement is viewed as a positive development.

Qualification - will result in suitable staff & experienced managers/supervisors. 
(Open policy debate feedback).

Early Childhood Ireland welcomes the introduction of an infrastructure to enhance 
the professionalism of those working in the school age childcare sector. (Written 
submission by Early Childhood Ireland).

When asked what the minimum qualification requirement should be for the SAC 
sector, responses from the online survey, Figure 3 below, demonstrates that 
over 60% of respondents felt that the minimum qualification requirement for 
SAC should be a Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) Major Award at either 
Level 5 or Level 6. 23% (n=218) of respondents felt that Introductory SAC 
Training would be sufficient as a minimum qualification requirement.

Other responses accounted for 9% (n=93). Where a suggestion was given in this 
category as to what the minimum qualification requirement should be, open 
ended responses suggested both QQI Levels 7 and 8 as a minimum requirement. 
Respondents to this question also suggested that the minimum qualification 
attained be specific to the SAC age group rather than being the same as for 
Early Learning and Care. This view was represented in other strands of the 
consultation process, with the development of a standalone major SAC award 
preferred or a specific SAC module for ELC courses.

The development of specific qualifications needs to be addressed. A child-care 
degree does not necessarily support the needs of an afterschool child. (Written 
submission by Shining Stars Homework Club).

Specific qualification for school age. (Focus group feedback).

Going forward we believe that there should be a separate qualification for School 
Aged Childcare but until this is achieved, we need to add on to the existing 
qualification available. (Written submission by Explorers Afterschool).

I think there should be appropriate training for SAC staff or providers as so far, 
only training provided is for 0 to 6 years old. (Online survey response from ELC 
provider with existing SAC service - Owner).
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A small number of respondents to the online survey (3%, n=34) suggested that 
there be no minimum qualification requirement for the sector. This view was 
echoed once in the focus group feedback.

The majority of respondents agree that the minimum qualification 
requirement for SAC should be a Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) 
Major Award at either Level 5 or Level 6, though a significant minority 
recommended introductory SAC training instead.

What do you think should be the minimum qualification criteria for all those working
in SAC?  

None

Other

Introductory SAC Training

Level 6 - Major Award QQI

Level 5 - Major Award QQI

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

Figure 3.  Minimum qualification requirement for SAC.  Online survey response.
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Figure 4 below demonstrates that 70% (n=667) of respondents from the online 
survey think that room leaders in SAC should hold a qualification higher than 
the minimum requirement.

However, one written submission and one open ended response to the online 
survey felt that a higher qualification requirement for a room leader was 
unnecessary in SAC. Reasons cited by these respondents included that a higher 
qualification requirement is currently only necessary for the ECCE funding 
programme for ELC settings and that SAC settings operate like a home from 
home environment where children have freedom to move around the setting 
rather than being linked to a room and room leader.

Do you think room leaders should hold a qualification at a higher level than the
minimum qualification criteria? 

Yes

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No

Figure 4.  Should room leaders hold a higher qualification?  Online survey response.
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Figure 5 below details the qualifications/disciplines that respondents to the 
online survey felt were relevant to the SAC sector. Respondents could select 
multiple options in their responses.

83% (n=784) of respondents considered a qualification specific to SAC as 
relevant for working in the sector. This was followed by a qualification in Early 
Childhood Education and Care with 65% (n=613) of respondents selecting this 
option. 51% (n=485) of respondents deemed a qualification in Play/Art Therapy 
to be relevant to the SAC sector and 47% (n=449) of respondents felt that a 
qualification in Play Work would be suitable for the SAC sector. Youth Work 
was selected by 42% (n=399) of respondents and Social Care was selected by 
32% (n=307) respondents.

13% (n=128) of respondents selected Other, responses given to this open 
ended question in order of popularity were:

 – Sports and Recreation
 – Primary School Teaching

What qualifications/disciplines do you feel should be considered as relevant for the
SAC sector? (you can tick more than one option)  

Figure 5.  What qualifications/disciplines do you feel should be considered as relevant for the SAC sector?
(you can tick more than one option).  Online survey response.  

School Age Childcare

Early Childhood Education and Care

Play/Art Therapy

Play Work

Youth Work

Social Care

Other (Please Specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
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 – Psychology
 – The Performing Arts (Music, Drama and Art)
 – Special Educational Needs
 – Psychotherapy
 – Mindfulness
 – Forest School Qualification

Feedback from the open policy debate and the focus group suggests that as 
well as recognising a range of disciplines relevant to the sector, broadening the 
qualification requirement to include other disciplines was seen as a means to 
improve the gender balance of those working in SAC.

In line with the introduction of a minimum qualification requirement, a 
minority of respondents8 suggested the introduction of a funded, flexible CPD 
plan to ensure that those working with children and young people have the 
specific skills and competencies required. The development of core required 
competencies to meet the needs of children and young people was suggested in 
two written submissions to align with the variety of disciplines that may work 
within this sector.

A minority of responses9 suggest that the introduction of a minimum 
qualification requirement follow a Learner Fund model with training delivered 
in a flexible manner to suit the needs of those working in the sector. A minority 
of responses10 also indicated a preference for the phased introduction of a 
minimum qualification requirement with suggested lead in times varying from 
18 months to 5 years.

Staged basis for qualifications being brought in. DCYA/DES to provide paid training 
for SAC staff to meet their recommendations over the next 5 years. This should be 
provided through a learner fund with choice of courses including online. (Written 
submission by Grovelands Childcare).

Phase in the introduction of the qualifications. (Open policy debate feedback).

8 Written Submissions: 4 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 10 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced 3
times in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced 6 times in notes.
9 Written Submissions: 3 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 1 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced
once in notes.
10 Written Submissions: 3 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 1 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced
twice in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced 5 times in notes.
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There was extensive support for a range of different qualification types to be 
accepted, including both dedicated SAC qualifications and ELC qualifications 
as well as other types of qualification (e.g. play therapy, play work, youth 
work).

Ratio Requirements
The average adult:child ratio suggested by 939 respondents through the online 
survey was 1:11.6. Figure 6 below demonstrates that the most frequently 
occurring suggestion was a ratio of 1:12. There was a standard deviation of 4.3 
in responses.

The four most popular suggestions for an adult:child ratio for SAC were:

What do you feel should be the minimum staffing levels – i.e. ratio?  

Frequency of Occurence

Figure 6.   Minimum staffing levels – i.e. ratio.  Online survey response.
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1:12  – 23.7% (n=223)

1:10  – 23.3% (n=219)

1:8  – 12% (n=113)

1:15  – 11.6% (n=109)

A small number of respondents11 to the online survey felt that the introduction 
of a required adult-child ratio in SAC was inappropriate given the higher ratio 
requirements in National Schools.

I believe the ratios are a little low. The school ratios are more than twice the SAC. 
(Online survey response from ELC provider with existing SAC service - Owner).

The ratios are bordering on incredulous when you consider that a national school 
teacher has up to thirty children in their classroom. (Online survey response from 
ELC provider with existing SAC service - Owner).

On average respondents to the online survey recommended a minimum 
adult:child ratio of 1:12.

1:12 was also the most frequently recommended ratio, closely followed by a 
ratio of 1:10. 

Figure 7 below demonstrates that 66% (n=622) of respondents to the online 
survey think that there should be split regulatory requirements based on 
children and young people’s age ranges. 10% (n=101) of respondents who 
answered Yes to this question provided further information. A number of these 
responses suggest that split regulatory requirements are preferred for ratio and 
space requirements12 with higher ratios and space requirements suggested for 
older children and young people.

11 Online Survey: 23 of 951 responses.
12 Split ratios requirements: 10 of 101 respondents. Split space requirements: 9 of 101 respondents.
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With a group of 4-8 year olds 1 staff to 12 is not always sufficient but with 9-15 
year olds I believe the ratio could be closer to 1 staff to 18 children. (Online survey 
response from School Based SAC provider – Owner).

Ratios: 1:8 for junior/senior infants and 1:10 for older groups. (Online survey 
response from Early Years Provider with existing School Age – Owner).

Ratio and space requirements vary by age. (Online survey response from Parent/
Carer & Academic)

Older children need more space. Playing outside. Playing football. (Online survey 
response from SAC childminder).

Further to the suggestion that the ratio requirement for older children and 
young people be higher, it was suggested in one written submission by a SAC 
provider and in the focus group feedback that ratios be based on a risk benefit 
analysis determined by the type of activity taking place. For example, a ratio 
of 1:15 could apply for homework or library time while a lower ratio of 1:12 
may be necessary for activities such as baking or risky play. However, it is 
unclear from these responses to the consultation process how this could be 
implemented and/or monitored as no such suggestions to this end were made.

Do you think there should be split requirements based on age ranges of children
(e.g. 4-8 yrs., 9-15 yrs.) for certain regulations? 

Yes

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No

Please Specify

Figure 7.  Do you think there should be split requirements based on age ranges of children
(e.g. 4-8 yrs., 9-15 yrs.) for certain regulations?  Online survey response. 
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Greater ratios for homework sessions for example 1:15: 1:12 for everything 
else – age and activity need to be taken into account when deciding ratios. 
(Focus group feedback).

A minority of respondents13 sought clarity on the ratio requirements for school 
drop offs and collections with a suggestion that ratios be flexible for these 
times.

Ratios to be adapted to transition times such as drop/collections leaving children 
with staff driver as SAC member collects/drops. (Focus group feedback).

Clarification needed on transport ratios required and responsibilities. (Open policy 
debate feedback).

If we collect 13 children to walk to afterschool does that mean we need 2 people? 
(Online survey response from Early Years Provider with existing School Age – 
Owner).

Feedback from the focus group and from one online survey respondent indicate 
that a degree of flexibility is sought around ratio requirements due to the part 
time, flexible nature of SAC provision. These responses suggest that numbers 
attending on any given day are likely to drop after the first hour of provision as 
children are collected when their older siblings finish National School.

Ratio: 1:15 would be better. Need transitional ratios – kids coming and going – 
flexible. (Focus group feedback).

Big services like ourselves operate on a ratio of 1:15 over the day, as in we might be 
1:20 for one hour then numbers drop. (Online survey response from ELC provider 
with existing SAC service - Owner).

A majority of respondents to the online survey think that there should be split 
regulatory requirements based on age ranges of children.

13 Online Survey: 1 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced 4 times in notes. Open Policy Debate:
referenced once in notes.
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Group Size and Floor Space Requirements
Figure 8 below shows that the average maximum group size suggested through 
931 responses to the online survey was 23.6. The most frequently occurring 
suggestion was a group size of 20 with a standard deviation of 8.2.

The four most popular suggestions for a maximum group size for SAC were:

20 – 16.3% (n=152)

22 – 14% (n=131)

30 – 13.7% (n=128)

24 – 9.9% (n=93)

40% of respondents suggest a maximum group size between 20 and 24. 
A number of responses14 suggested that the maximum group size must 

14 Written Submissions: 2 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 2 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced
once in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced once in notes.
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Figure 8.  What do you feel should be the maximum group size?  Online survey response.
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be a multiple of the adult:child ratio. A minority of responses15 indicated 
a preference that no maximum group size be stipulated in regulations or 
standards, but rather the group size be determined by the adult:child ratio and 
floor space requirements.

There should not be a maximum group size, however this will be determined 
based on regulations put in place with regards to space and staff ratios. (Written 
submission by Holywell Childcare).

Figure 9 below illustrates responses to the online survey question regarding 
the floor space requirement for SAC. The average floor space requirement 
suggested through 653 responses to the online survey was 2.9 square metres. 
The most frequently occurring suggestion was a floor space of 2.3 square 
metres per child with a standard deviation of 1.3.

15 Written Submissions: 3 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 1 of 951 responses.
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The four most popular suggestions for a clear floor space requirement for SAC 
were:

2-2.5 SqM  – 48% (n=319)

3-3.5 SqM  – 27% (n=182)

4-4.5 SqM  – 11% (n=75)

5.5.5 SqM  – 6% (n=44)

A minority of responses to the consultation process16 felt children and young 
people in SAC require a larger floor space allocation than their younger 
counterparts in ELC and that the totality of the space available (both indoors 
and outdoors) should be considered in this regard.

The calculation of floor space must take into consideration the entire floor space 
available both inside and out … Early Childhood Ireland believes that the floor space 
requirement should be that the floor space is of a sufficient size to afford children 
opportunities for rest, play, recreation and for providers to be able to implement the 
quality standards. (Written submission by Early Childhood Ireland).

Needs to be ample room to allow for recreational activities which will be 
significantly larger than for that of 3-6 year olds. (Online survey response from 
Parent).

A minority of respondents to the online survey also suggested that there should 
be no space requirement included in future regulations and standards17 or 
that the space requirement should match that of National Schools (1.5 square 
metres per child)18.

On average, respondents in the consultation process recommended a 
maximum group size of 24 for SAC and a minimum space requirement of 2.9 
square metres per child.

16 Written Submissions: 1 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 54 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced
once in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced twice in in notes.
17 Online Survey: 15 of 951 responses.
18 Online Survey: 14 of 951 responses.
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Sustainability
Information regarding the impact of the introduction of regulation and quality 
standards on the sustainability of SAC settings was not specifically sought as 
part of the consultation process. However, sustainability emerged as a concern 
in feedback from the focus group, open policy debate and written submissions 
and in the free text section of the online survey19.

There was a concern among some respondents that the introduction of 
regulation and quality standards, particularly a floor space requirement of 2.3 
square metres per child, a ratio of 1:12 and a maximum group size of 26 as set 
out in the regulations and draft quality standards, could each separately lead 
to a reduction in the flexibility, affordability and accessibility of SAC with a 
decrease in overall places available and an increased cost to parents. Some of 
the responses suggested that, because of these risks, it was important that new 
requirements should be phased in over time.

The introduction of any space regulation introduced at short notice could result 
in the closure of school aged childcare services. (Written submission by Early 
Childhood Ireland).

The consequences of introducing this ratio requirement will see an increase in costs 
for parents and increased difficulty in finding afterschool placements for their 
children. (Written submission by Seas Suas).

Our main playroom size entitles us to have 24 children as per draft SAC Regulations 
so if this Regulation was to be enforced we would have to turn away 6 children each 
day with no alternative for them. (Written submission by Skibbereen Community 
Playgroup CLG).

The proposed introduction of a minimum qualification requirement was also 
raised by a minority of respondents20 as leading to difficulties in recruiting 
and retaining suitably qualified practitioners in a sector that is currently 
experiencing staffing shortages.

Current staffing crisis - challenge to recruit additional staff, high turnover rate. 
(Open policy debate feedback).

19 Written Submissions: 5 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 40 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced 8
times in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced 16 times in notes.
20 Written Submissions: 2 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 7 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced
once in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced 5 times in notess.
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This requirement should be phased in over a three-year period so as not to 
negatively impact on the staffing crisis. (Written submission by Early Childhood 
Ireland). 

Currently, it is very difficult to recruit qualified staff; this new regulation will add to 
that problem. Many service providers have had to close rooms as they cannot get 
the staff tooperate them. (Written submission by Seas Suas).

If (regulation) is brought in for SAC without due regard to the already stretched 
workforce the staffing crisis will only worsen and services around the country will 
close. (Online Survey response from Potential School Age Childcare Provider).

Concerns were also raised by a minority of respondents21 to the online survey 
and in the focus group feedback regarding summer and mid-term activity camps 
run by organisations who do not fall under the SAC regulations. Responses 
suggest that camps offered out of term time by SAC settings would be less 
competitively priced than those of organisations who are not required to 
adhere to SAC regulations. This was seen as impacting on the sustainability of 
SAC settings.

Ad hoc summer and Easter camps, art camps etc should have to meet these 
regulations as well. Services such as ourselves endeavour to meet all regulations 
but persistently lose out to cheaper pop up camps. (Online survey response from 
Community Childcare Centre Manager).

These regulations would close practitioners during the midterm and summers as it 
has made them unable to compete to the camps offered in schools and by clubs as 
they do not have to abide by these regulations. Therefore our prices would be much 
higher and therefore noncompetitive. (Online survey response from School Based 
SAC provider – Owner).

21 Online Survey: 7 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced once in notes.
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The issue of sustainability for community SAC organisations was raised by 
a minority of respondents22 in both the open policy debate and in the free 
text section of the online survey. Responses called for the introduction of a 
Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) model for the SAC sector 
to support children and young people in areas of socio economic disadvantage. 
This would see additional supports, such as increased funding to support the 
provision of high quality SAC, for settings located in a designated DEIS area.

A DEIS model needs to be developed for services that deliver family support 
services. (Open policy debate feedback).

There needs to be a focus on extra funding and resources for services providing care 
in disadvantaged areas. eg if all of the children come from DEIS schools they need 
extra support out of school as well. (Online survey response from Standalone SAC 
provider – Practitioner).

Inner city areas should have a DEIS model of after school. (Online survey response 
from Community Organisation Board member).

The consultation process suggests that some respondents are concerned 
about how the sustainability of SAC settings will be impacted by the 
introduction of regulations for the sector.

22 Online Survey: 5 of 951 responses. Open Policy Debate: referenced twice in notes.

https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-of-Opportunity-in-Schools-/
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Parents
A minority of parents23 who took part in the online survey raised concerns 
regarding the flexibility, affordability and availability of SAC places due to 
the introduction of regulations for the sector. Responses indicate that some 
parents are concerned that the introduction of regulations for the sector will 
impact negatively on costs per place, flexibility of attendance and overall places 
available.

We have now lost flexibility (we are part time users 3 days a week), affordability 
(fees have increased 50% due to these measures) and possibly accessibility (less 
places available). The fee increase means the total fees for 2 children will be almost 
half of my husband’s salary & it is looking like my he may have to give up work or 
reduce his hours as we cannot justify the costs. (Online survey response from 
Parent).

I will no longer be able to afford to work full time or any full days while affording 
afterschool care for my 3 children. Our school has notified us it will be almost 
doubling its prices for a service which was fine the way it was. (Online survey 
response from Parent).

Ad hoc drop in after school for registered children is a lifeline for parents. (Online 
survey response from Parent).

While I thoroughly agree with regulations it must be taken into consideration that 
some parents may only require flexi childcare which now due to number restrictions 
childcare providers may no longer be able to offer. (Online survey response from 
Parent).

This is going to further increase pressure on providers, 3 in my area have already 
flagged they will pull out/increase costs significantly. (Online survey response 
from Parent).

Some parents feel that they may be negatively impacted in terms of 
affordability, flexibility and availability of places due to the introduction of 
regulation for the sector.

23 Online Survey: 11 of 951 responses.
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Policies and Procedures
A number of policies and procedures were suggested by respondents to the 
online survey as being appropriate for regulatory compliance. Figure 10 below 
illustrates survey responses, where respondents could select a maximum of 10 
policies and procedures. A full list, including “Other” policies and procedures 
suggested, are outlined in Appendix 6.

What policies and procedures do you think service providers should be
required to have in place for regulatory compliance?

Figure 10.  Policies and Procedures for regulatory compliance.  Online survey response. 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Child Safeguarding Statement
Behaviour Management Policy

Anti-Bullying Policy
Fire Safety Policy

Dropping off and Collection of Children
Administration of Medicine Policy

Complaints Policy
Healthy Eating Policy

Infection Control Policy
Admissions and Fees Policy

Play, Recreation and Rest Policy
Homework Policy

Mobile Phone Policy
Outings Policy

HR Policy
Other (Please Specify)
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A number of responses24 suggested that children should be consulted with 
regarding the development of policies and procedures that affect their time in 
SAC. 

Policies need to be developed and implemented in partnership with children. 
(Written submission by Cork Early Years Network).

It was stressed that children’s preferences, likes and dislikes should be taken into 
account and put to the forefront when developing policies and regulations. (Open 
policy debate feedback).

A minority of respondents to the online survey25 felt that SAC policies and 
procedures required for regulatory compliance should be consistent with the 
required policies and procedures of National Schools, while some felt that they 
should be consistent with those of ELC settings. It should be noted that these 
responses reflect the specific sector base of respondents, school based SAC 
providers and early years providers with a SAC setting respectively.

The broad consensus from the consultation process suggests a range of 
policies and procedures required for regulatory compliance, including a Child 
Safeguarding Statement, Behaviour Management Policy and an Anti-Bullying 
Policy.

24 Written Submissions: 3 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 1 of 951 responses. Open Policy Debate:
referenced once in notes.
25 Online Survey: 10 of 951 responses.
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Homework
Responses to the online survey demonstrate that 70% (n=667) of respondents 
believe that a policy on homework should be required as part of regulatory 
compliance. However, homework and the responsibility attached emerged 
as a concern in the consultation process26. A minority of responses indicated 
that this responsibility should not lie solely with SAC staff with one written 
submission suggesting that SAC settings be given autonomy over whether or 
not they offer homework support.

School age childcare providers may decide to cater for homework but that should be 
a decision based on the type of service rather than a standard across all school age 
childcare. (Written submission by Early Childhood Ireland).

Shouldn’t assume homework is the role of SAC professionals. (Open policy debate 
feedback).

These responses suggested that as children and young people spend a limited 
amount of time in the SAC setting each day respondents believed that the 
emphasis on this time should be on rest, relaxation and play rather than on 
completing homework.

Process must be child centred. Children should be playing, socialising, not doing 
hours of homework, not fair. (Focus group feedback).

Rest and relaxation for children is essential. Homework shouldn’t be a priority. 
(Online survey response from Parent).

A majority of respondents to the online survey believe that a policy on 
homework should be required as part of regulatory compliance.

26 Written Submissions: 3 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 6 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced 3
times in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced 14 times in notes.
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The SAC Environment
A clear emphasis on an appropriate setting which provides a comfortable, home 
from home environment emerged from the consultation process. Responses 
from the consultation process suggest that the SAC environment should 
provide children and young people with opportunities for rest, relaxation 
and play and freedom to choose how they spend their time in the setting. 
Respondents stressed the importance of the provision of age appropriate 
furniture and equipment for children and young people in SAC.

Children are given freedom of choice, autonomy, that SAC doesn’t come across as 
institutional. (Open policy debate feedback).

I strongly agree with the home from home environment, it should be a place where 
the children can come and relax after their day and not feel it’s an extension of their 
school day. (Online survey response from Parent).

Rest and relaxation for children is essential. (Online survey response from Parent).

A minority of respondents27 raised concerns regarding the suitability of 
SAC settings located in National Schools in providing a home from home 
environment where children have appropriate opportunities for rest, relaxation 
and play.

It is essential that any SAC provision located within a school setting provides a 
welcoming, comfortable, home from home setting with varied, stimulating and 
natural outdoor space. (Written submission by Cork Early Years Network).

School Age Childcare should offer Home from Home Environment. However, 
after school services based on the primary school premises cannot provide such 
environments as, at the moment, schools are not designed for facilitating it. Primary 
schools need to have purpose built facilities located within the school perimeter to 
create such environment. (School Based SAC provider – Owner).

27 Written Submissions: 2 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 6 of 951 responses. Open Policy Debate:
referenced twice in notess.



36 37

Concerns were raised in the online survey and focus group feedback28 regarding 
the requirement in the draft standards to provide three toilets, one male, one 
female and one gender neutral, with some respondents citing lack of space as 
a limitation. Rather, some respondents suggested that all toilets in the SAC 
setting be gender neutral.

At present all of our toilets are gender neutral and we have never had any issue. 
(Standalone SAC provider – Owner).

There was broad consensus suggesting that children attending a SAC setting 
would benefit from a home from home environment that provides them with 
plenty of opportunities for rest, relaxation and play.

28 Online Survey: 6 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced 3 times in notes.
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Outdoor Provision
Figure 11 below shows that 80% (n=756) of respondents to the online survey 
believe that an outdoor space on the premises of the SAC setting should be a 
regulatory requirement.

14% (n=140) of respondents who answered Yes to this question provided 
further information. A number of these responses, along with a response from 
a written submission and feedback from the open policy debate29, suggest that 
a number of respondents believe that outdoor play is an essential element of 
SAC provision with daily access to an outdoor play environment necessary for 
the wellbeing of children and young people in SAC. Some respondents stated 
that the outdoor space should be well resourced, incorporate the natural 
environment and cater for varying age groups.

29 Written Submissions: 1 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 80 of 951 responses. Open Policy Debate:
referenced 6 times in notes.

Do you think there should be a requirement for the provision of an outdoor space on
the SAC service premises? 

Yes

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

No

Please explain

Figure 11.  Should there be a requirement to provide an outdoor space on the SAC premises?  Online
survey response.
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This is crucial for all children to access the outdoor space and nature in all seasons, 
times of the year and weather conditions - children should have the ability to play 
in nature and exert themselves physically through self-directed outdoor play, with 
opportunities for risky play to develop appropriately also. (Online survey response 
from Parent).

Spacious, well-resourced and natural outdoor spaces that provide opportunities 
for children to experience and learn about the natural environment. (Written 
submission by Barnardos).

Outdoor play facilities very important. (Open policy debate feedback).

Concerns were raised by a small number of respondents30 to the online survey 
as to the ability of some settings, located primarily in urban areas, to provide 
an outdoor play space as a requirement. Use of school yards, parks and 
playgrounds was seen as an alternative to an appropriate outdoor play area on 
the premises of the setting.

I agree that outdoor space is vital......But where do you get it in an urban area?? 
(Early Years Provider with existing School Age – Owner).

The broad consensus from the consultation process suggests that future 
regulations should include a requirement for SAC settings to provide an 
appropriate outdoor play space.

30 Online Survey: 3 of 951 responses.
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Supporting Children with Additional Needs
Responses from all four strands of the consultation process indicate support 
for regulations and quality standards promoting inclusive practice. In this 
regard, a number of respondents recommended31 that the Access and Inclusion 
Model (AIM) for ELC be extended to the SAC sector. Some respondents 
suggested that if a child attending SAC has been allocated a Special Needs 
Assistant (SNA) then this entitlement be extended to the SAC setting.

Children who have SNA’s in school should have access to SNA’s during afterschool. 
(Online survey response from Early Years Provider with existing School Age – 
Owner).

Children with special educational needs should be strongly considered in the 
development of SAC that is inclusive for ALL children. There is currently a huge gap 
in this area. (Online survey response from Parent).

AIM to be introduced for SAC for children with additional needs. (Focus group 
feedback).

We are now seeing the need for AIM support in our service. Some children 
are coming to us from school where they have a one to one SNA and they are 
expected to join their siblings in a setting with maybe 50 other children. (Written 
submission by Kids Care Before and Afterschool).

The consultation process suggests that some respondents felt that children 
and young people with additional needs should be supported to take part in 
SAC.

31 Written Submissions: 4 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 22 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced
16 times in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced 3 times in notes.
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Provision of Food
In relation to the requirement for the provision of nutritious food in SAC, 
responses from the online survey, where respondents could select multiple 
options, demonstrate that the most popular option is the provision of a hot meal 
during a full day out of school (62% n=586) followed closely by a hot dinner 
after school (60% n=566), figure 12 below. A hot breakfast before school was 
selected by 30% (n=285) of respondents.

What, if any, do you think should be the requirement for the provision of nutritious food?  

Figure 12.  Provision of nutritious food.  Online survey response.  

Full Day Out of School Care – hot meal

After school – hot dinner

Before school – cold breakfast

After school – light snack

Before school – hot breakfast

Full Day Out of School Care – light snack

Before school – light snack

None

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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However, a minority of responses32 suggested that a regulatory requirement to 
provide hot food would not be feasible for many SAC services as they may not 
currently have the capacity to meet this requirement. Some responses suggest 
that the focus should be on children and young people receiving healthy, 
nutritious food while attending SAC with one written submission suggesting 
that the decision to provide a hot meal should remain with the SAC provider.

The focus should be on children receiving nutritious food at appropriate times 
during their time in the service. (Written submission by Explorers After School).

Food decisions need to take account of existing services’ capacity to provide hot 
meals. (Focus group feedback).

There should be no requirement for the type of food served in a school age childcare 
setting as the decision to provide food will depend on a number of factors including 
whether a hot meal is provided in school and the length of time a child is out of 
home. (Written submission by Early Childhood Ireland).

Food should be provided for children in after school settings and this can either be a 
cooked meal or a substantial healthy snack option. (Written submission by Sherpa 
Kids).

The majority of responses from the consultation process suggests that 
children and young people should be provided with a hot meal during their 
time in the SAC setting. However, concerns regarding the capacity of all 
settings to provide a hot meal were expressed by a minority.

32 Written Submissions: 5 of 19 submissions. Online Survey: 5 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced 4
times in notes. Open Policy Debate: referenced 3 times in notes
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Consultation with Children
As part of the development of The Action Plan on School Age Childcare a 
series of consultations took place with 177 children (age 5-12 years) in 2016 
to identify what children like and dislike about SAC and to identify the places 
where children most like to be cared for after school.

Responses to the consultation process suggest that some respondents were 
unaware of this previous consultation as a minority33 called for consultation 
with children and young people in SAC.

Voice of the child vital in any development of SAC regulations. (Online survey 
response from School Based SAC provider – Owner).

The voice of the child needs to impact the standards. (Open policy debate 
feedback).

Two written submissions called for structures to be put in place to allow 
children and young people to be meaningfully involved in the development of 
future regulation and standards for the sector.

Children of all ages have the right to engage and have a voice in matters that 
concern them and therefore regulations and standards need to support this 
by ensuring that adequate structures are put in place to allow for meaningful 
involvement and consultation. (Written Submission by the Association of 
Childhood Professionals).

Some responses to the consultation process called for children and young 
people to be consulted with regarding the development of future regulation 
and standards for SAC.

33 Online Survey: 22 of 951 responses. Focus Group: referenced 6 times in notes. Open Policy Debate:
referenced 8 times in notes.

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Education-Reports/Action-Plan-On-School-Age-Childcare.pdf
https://cora.ucc.ie/bitstream/handle/10468/6828/DCYA_After-school_Care_Consultation.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Conclusions

This report outlines the major themes which have emerged from the comprehensive 
consultation process which took place with key stakeholders in the SAC sector on 
the introduction of comprehensive regulations and quality improvement frameworks 
for the sector.

Results of the consultation process suggest that the introduction of regulation and 
standards for the SAC sector is a welcome development with potential to improve 
quality in SAC services for children and young people. The consultation process 
shows significant support for the development of comprehensive regulations 
supported by a quality and regulatory framework and the development of a national 
quality framework for SAC.

It is clear that the SAC sector is complex, diverse and facing rapid change in both the 
conditions and contexts of practice. To support this change, the consultation process 
demonstrates the importance of consultation with childminders, children and other 
stakeholders at any critical points in the development of the SAC sector.

While some concerns and challenges have been identified for practitioners, services 
and in some instances, parents through the consultation process, identification 
is key to ensure that progress in these areas is supported by providing a phased 
approach to SAC development.

The main findings of the consultation process are summarised below.

Structure of Regulations and National Quality Standards
There is no broad consensus from the consultation process regarding the structure 
of regulation and quality standards. A minority of responses suggest a preference for 
regulations and standards to be differentiated for each distinct type of SAC provider 
while a separate minority of responses suggest that regulations and standards 
should be the same for each type of SAC provision.

Childminders
Concerns regarding the introduction of regulations and standards for home based 
SAC settings were expressed by a minority of respondents. The consultation process 
suggests that SAC childminders would like further consultation in relation to the 
development of regulations and standards for home based settings.
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Quality Frameworks for SAC
The consultation process suggests that the development of a Quality 
Regulatory Framework to support regulatory compliance and a National 
Quality Framework to support the continuous development of high quality SAC 
for children and young people is preferred.

Planning and Timeframe
The consultation process suggests that the introduction of comprehensive 
regulation and quality frameworks should follow a phased approach.

Qualifications and Training
The introduction of a qualification requirement is viewed as a positive 
development. The consultation process demonstrates that the majority of 
respondents agree that the minimum qualification requirement for SAC should 
be a Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) Major Award at either Level 5 or 
Level 6.

The majority of responses suggest that room leaders should hold a higher 
qualification than the minimum requirement.

There was extensive support for a range of different qualification types to be 
accepted, including both dedicated SAC qualifications and ELC qualifications as 
well as other types of qualification (e.g. play therapy, play work, youth work).

A minority of responses suggest that a CPD plan and a Learner Fund for SAC be 
developed for the sector and that the introduction of a minimum qualification 
requirement follow a phased approach.

Ratios Requirements
On average respondents to the online survey recommended a minimum 
adult:child ratio of 1:12. 1:12 was also the most frequently recommended ratio, 
closely followed by a ratio of 1:10.
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Group Size and Floor Space Requirements
On average, respondents in the consultation process recommended a 
maximum group size of 24 for SAC and a minimum space requirement of 2.9 
square metres per child.

Sustainability
The consultation process suggests that some respondents are concerned about 
how the sustainability of SAC settings will be impacted by the introduction of 
regulations for the sector.

Parents
The consultation process suggests that some parents availing of SAC places 
feel that they may be negatively impacted in terms of affordability, flexibility 
and availability of places due to the introduction of regulation for the sector.

Policies and Procedures
The broad consensus from the consultation process suggests a range of 
policies and procedures required for regulatory compliance, including a Child 
Safeguarding Statement, Behaviour Management Policy and an Anti-Bullying 
Policy.

Homework
A majority of respondents to the online survey believe that a policy on 
homework should be required as part of regulatory compliance. Some 
responses to the consultation process expressed concerns regarding who is 
responsible for the completion of homework and the impact it has on how 
children and young people spend their time in SAC.
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The SAC Environment
There was broad consensus that children attending a SAC setting require a 
home from home environment that provides them with plenty of opportunities 
for rest, relaxation and play.

Outdoor Provision
The broad consensus from the consultation process suggests that future 
regulations should include a requirement for SAC settings to provide an 
appropriate outdoor play space.

Supporting Children with Additional Needs
The consultation process suggests that some respondents felt that children and 
young people with additional needs should be supported to take part in SAC.

Provision of Food
The majority of responses from the consultation process suggests that children 
and young people should be provided with a hot meal during their time in the 
SAC setting, however, concerns regarding the capacity of all settings to provide 
a hot meal were expressed by a minority.

Consultation with Children
A minority of responses to the consultation process suggest that children and 
young people should be consulted with regarding the development of future 
regulation and standards for SAC.
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Appendices

Appendix 1
Call for Submissions on Regulations and a Quality Improvement Framework 
for School-Age Childcare May 2019

Call for Submissions 
The Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) invites submissions 
on future regulations and a quality improvement framework for School-Age 
Childcare, to inform the work of DCYA in this area. 

Background 
 – The Action Plan on School-Age Childcare (2017) recommended the 

development of a comprehensive set of quality standards for School-
Age Childcare and introduction of a robust quality assurance system for 
School-Age Childcare services with statutory regulation, similar to that 
provided by the Tusla EY Inspectorate. The Action Plan proposed that 
statutory regulation be considered in the longer term. 

 – Following publication of the Action Plan, a Standards Working Group 
developed draft National Quality Standards for centre based School-
Age Childcare services. This draft document comprises proposals 
for principles, standards, components, elements and further useful 
information. It was envisaged that this document would be published 
and services could work towards these standards during which time 
regulations would be developed.

 – The forthcoming introduction of the National Childcare Scheme 
necessitated a change in the sequence of actions envisaged in the Action 
Plan. In order to enable School-Age Childcare services participate in 
the National Childcare Scheme from the outset, it was necessary to 
introduce initial Regulations before the opening of the National Childcare 
Scheme in autumn 2019. Initial Regulations for School-Age Childcare 
(‘Registration Regulations’) were therefore introduced and came into force 
in February 2019.

 – DCYA now intends to develop comprehensive regulations(to replace the 
initial regulations in due course) and a quality improvement framework 
for the School-Age Childcare sector suitable to the wide range of services 
that offer SAC, including: both private and community operated services; 



48 49

both centre-based and home-based (childminding) services; services 
operating both on and off school premises; and both ‘stand-alone’ school-
age services and services that also offer early learning and care. DCYA’s 
work will be informed by submissions received in response to this open 
call, as well as by an online survey, and a consultation with children 
conducted in 2016 during preparation of the Action Plan on School-Age 
Childcare.

 – Individuals or organisations with an interest in School-Age Childcare 
services can make a submission by sending the completed form with 
relevant attachments to SACQuality@dcya.gov.ie by Friday 5thJuly at 
17:00 

What do we mean by School Age Childcare?
School Age Childcare is defined as a service for school-age children from 4 
up to 15 years old that operates outside school hours, the primary purpose of 
which is to care for children when their parents are unavailable. The Child Care 
Act 1991 (as amended by the Childcare Support Act 2018) excludes from this 
definition services that solely provide activities relating to—

5. The Arts.
6. Youth work.
7. Competitive or recreational sport.
8. Tuition.
9. Religious teaching.

Within this legal definition, School Age Childcare services may operate before 
school hours, after school hours, or during school holidays. 

Scope of call for submissions
The Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) invites submissions 
from individuals or organisations with an interest in School-Age Childcare in 
relation to: 

1. Future comprehensive regulations for School Age Childcare 
2. Development of a national quality framework for School-Age Childcare 

services
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DCYA is particularly interested in seeking views on the following issues and 
questions. You are not required to answer all questions. Please feel free to 
answer as many or as few of the questions as you wish.

General 
 – Do you welcome the move to regulate School-Age Childcare?
 – What is your view of the initial regulations that commenced in February 

2019? 
 – Do you think School-Age Childcare should follow the approach taken 

in Early Learning and Care with a National Quality Framework (Síolta), 
comprehensive Regulations and a Quality and Regulatory Framework (as 
guidance to the regulations)? 

Regulations 
 – What components and elements in the Draft Standards documents 

(available at http://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-children-
and-youth-affairs/) should be prescribed in Regulations as minimum 
requirements?

 – What do you think the minimum qualification requirements should be for 
staff working with children in School-Age Childcare? 

• What do you think should be the minimum qualification level? 
• Do you think room leaders should be required to hold a 

qualification at a higher level than the minimum? 
• What qualifications/disciplines do you think should be accepted to 

work in School-Age Childcare? 
 – What do you think should be the minimum/maximum adult-child ratio34, 

group size35, clear floor space36 and outdoor space?
 – Do you think there should be split requirements based on age-ranges of 

children (e.g. 4-8 yrs., 9-14 yrs.) for certain regulations? If so, which? 
 – What do you think should be the requirements in relation to premises 

and the service environment (indoor/outdoor)? 

34  Current regulations set the adult/child ratio at a minimum of 1:12.
35  In Early Learning and Care settings the maximum group size for sessional care is 22 children
36  In Early Learning and Care settings this is set at 2.3 square metres for the 3-6 years age range.

http://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-children-and-youth-affairs/
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 – What, if any, do you think should be the requirement for the provision of food? 
• Before school?
• After school? 

 – What policies and procedures do you think service providers should be 
required to have in place for regulatory compliance? For example:

• child safeguarding statement 
• policy on behaviour management 
• complaints policy 
• policy on administration of medicine 
• policy on infection control 
• policy on dropping off and collection of children 
• fire safety policy 
• Admissions and fees policy 
• homework policy 
• HR policy 
• mobile phone policy 
• anti-bullying policy 
• healthy eating policy 
• outings policy-play, recreation and rest policy 
• other - please specify

Standards
 – What are your views of the content of the Draft Standards published with 

this call for submissions? (available at http://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/
department-of-children-and-youth-affairs/)

 – What changes do you think might be needed to the Draft Standards for 
different types of providers, e.g. 

• Centre-based and home-based (childminding) services; 
• Services operating on and off school premises; 
• ‘Stand-alone’ school-age services and services that also offer early 

learning and care; 
• Services caring for children before school, after school, and during 

school holidays? 
This is not an exhaustive list of questions but merely to prompt some 
responses. DCYA welcomes any other information you deem relevant.

http://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-children-and-youth-affairs/
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The draft standards document and the initial Regulations are available from the 
DCYA website. 

Process 
To make a submission please complete the submission form and enclose any 
relevant materials by email to SACQuality@dcya.gov.ie by Friday 5thJuly at 
17:00. 

On your submission please include your name, organisation (if any), address, 
phone number and email address. 

Please keep your submission to a maximum of 1,000 words. 

Late submissions will not be considered. 

Submissions are subject to Freedom of Information legislation, and may be 
released in response to Freedom of Information requests.

DCYA may seek to engage with people or organisations on the basis of their 
submission for further discussion.

By making a submission you agree to DCYA reserving the right to publish your 
submission in part or in full.



52 53

Appendix 2
School Age Childcare 2019 Consultation Survey

1. Are you responding on behalf of an organisation?
 ❍ Yes - please provide name of organisation (optional)

 ❍ No

 ❍ Name of organisation

2. Please tell us in which capacity you are completing this survey (you can 
tick more than one option):

 ❑ School Based SAC provider - Owner

 ❑ School Based SAC provider - Practitioner

 ❑ Standalone SAC provider - Owner

 ❑ Standalone SAC provider – Practitioner

 ❑ Potential School Age Childcare Provider/Practitioner

 ❑ Early Years Provider with existing School Age - Owner

 ❑ Early Years Provider with existing School Age - Practitioner

 ❑ Early Years Provider - Owner

 ❑ Early Years Provider - Practitioner

 ❑ SAC childminder

 ❑ A childminder

 ❑ Parent/Carer

 ❑ Teacher

 ❑ School Principal

 ❑ School Board of Management member

 ❑ Third Level Student

 ❑ A member of the public
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 ❑ Representative group or union representative

 ❑ Local government representative

 ❑ Academic

 ❑ Community Organisation Board member

 ❑ Family Resource Centre Staff member

 ❑ Family Resource Centre Board member

 ❑ Prefer not to say

 ❑ Other (please specify)

3. Do you welcome the move to regulate the School Age Childcare sector?
 ❍ Yes

 ❍ No

4. Do you think School Age Childcare should follow the approach taken 
in Early Learning and Care with a National Quality framework (Síolta), 
comprehensive regulations and a Quality and Regulatory Framework (as 
guidance to the regulations)?

 ❍ Yes

 ❍ No
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5. The draft standards document proposes key principles that underpin 
quality standards for school age childcare services. 

These key principles are listed below. 
 
Please indicate to what extent you agree with each key principles:

 Strongly Agree Agree Neither Agree nor 
Disagree Disagree Strongly Disagree

Equality, 
diversity 
and no-
discrimination 
are championed 
by staff and 
children

 ❍ Equality, 
diversity and 
no-discrimination 
are championed 
by staff and 
children Strongly 
Agree

 ❍ Equality, 
diversity and no-
discrimination are 
championed by staff 
and children Agree

 ❍ Equality, 
diversity and no-
discrimination are 
championed by staff 
and children Neither 
Agree nor Disagree

 ❍ Equality, 
diversity and 
no-discrimination 
are championed 
by staff and 
children Disagree

 ❍ Equality, 
diversity and 
no-discrimination 
are championed 
by staff and 
children Strongly 
Disagree

Children 
have rights 
to expression 
of voices and 
participation, 
and play and 
rest

 ❍ Children have 
rights to expression 
of voices and 
participation, 
and play and 
rest Strongly Agree

 ❍ Children have 
rights to expression 
of voices and 
participation, and 
play and rest Agree

 ❍ Children have 
rights to expression 
of voices and 
participation, and 
play and rest Neither 
Agree nor Disagree

 ❍ Children have 
rights to expression 
of voices and 
participation, 
and play and 
rest Disagree

 ❍ Children have 
rights to expression 
of voices and 
participation, 
and play and 
rest Strongly 
Disagree

Services will 
adopt a holistic 
approach 
to child 
development, 
recognise 
the delivery 
of needs 
of children 
and build on 
children’s 
strengths and 
capabilities

 ❍ Services will 
adopt a holistic 
approach to child 
development, 
recognise the 
delivery of needs 
of children and 
build on children’s 
strengths and 
capabilities Strongly 
Agree

 ❍ Services will 
adopt a holistic 
approach to child 
development, 
recognise the 
delivery of needs 
of children and 
build on children’s 
strengths and 
capabilities Agree

 ❍ Services will 
adopt a holistic 
approach to child 
development, 
recognise the 
delivery of needs 
of children and 
build on children’s 
strengths and 
capabilities Neither 
Agree nor Disagree

 ❍ Services will 
adopt a holistic 
approach to child 
development, 
recognise the 
delivery of needs 
of children and 
build on children’s 
strengths and 
capabilities Disagree

 ❍ Services will 
adopt a holistic 
approach to child 
development, 
recognise the 
delivery of needs 
of children and 
build on children’s 
strengths and 
capabilities Strongly 
Disagree

Parents are 
full and valued 
partners in 
school age 
childcare 
services and 
their active 
participation 
of diversity 
of parents is 
encouraged and 
supported

 ❍ Parents are full 
and valued partners 
in school age 
childcare services 
and their active 
participation of 
diversity of parents 
is encouraged and 
supported Strongly 
Agree

 ❍ Parents are full 
and valued partners 
in school age 
childcare services 
and their active 
participation of 
diversity of parents 
is encouraged and 
supported Agree

 ❍ Parents are full 
and valued partners 
in school age 
childcare services 
and their active 
participation of 
diversity of parents 
is encouraged and 
supported Neither 
Agree nor Disagree

 ❍ Parents are full 
and valued partners 
in school age 
childcare services 
and their active 
participation of 
diversity of parents 
is encouraged and 
supported Disagree

 ❍ Parents are full 
and valued partners 
in school age 
childcare services 
and their active 
participation of 
diversity of parents 
is encouraged and 
supported Strongly 
Disagree
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 Strongly Agree Agree Neither Agree nor 
Disagree Disagree Strongly Disagree

School age 
childcare 
services will 
offer a home 
from home 
environment 
that is child and 
young people 
friendly

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will offer a home 
from home 
environment 
that is child and 
young people 
friendly Strongly 
Agree

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will offer a home 
from home 
environment 
that is child and 
young people 
friendly Agree

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will offer a home 
from home 
environment 
that is child and 
young people 
friendly Neither 
Agree nor Disagree

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will offer a home 
from home 
environment 
that is child and 
young people 
friendly Disagree

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will offer a home 
from home 
environment 
that is child and 
young people 
friendly Strongly 
Disagree

School age 
childcare 
services will 
support the 
representation 
and 
participation 
of school age 
children from 
a diversity of 
backgrounds

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will support the 
representation and 
participation of 
school age children 
from a diversity of 
backgrounds Strongly 
Agree

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will support the 
representation and 
participation of 
school age children 
from a diversity of 
backgrounds Agree

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will support the 
representation and 
participation of 
school age children 
from a diversity of 
backgrounds Neither 
Agree nor Disagree

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will support the 
representation and 
participation of 
school age children 
from a diversity of 
backgrounds Disagree

 ❍ School age 
childcare services 
will support the 
representation and 
participation of 
school age children 
from a diversity of 
backgrounds Strongly 
Disagree

Adults in school 
age childcare 
services play 
a crucial, 
facilitative role

 ❍ Adults in school 
age childcare 
services play a 
crucial, facilitative 
role Strongly Agree

 ❍ Adults in school 
age childcare 
services play a 
crucial, facilitative 
role Agree

 ❍ Adults in school 
age childcare 
services play a 
crucial, facilitative 
role Neither Agree 
nor Disagree

 ❍ Adults in school 
age childcare 
services play a 
crucial, facilitative 
role Disagree

 ❍ Adults in school 
age childcare 
services play a 
crucial, facilitative 
role Strongly 
Disagree

Please provide any comments you may have relating to the key principles, 
including details of any you would add, change or remove

6. What do you think should be the minimum qualification criteria for all 
those working SAC?

 ❍ None

 ❍ Introductory training in School Age Childcare

 ❍ Level 5 – Major Award QQI

 ❍ Level 6 – Major Award QQI

 ❍ Other (please specify)
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7. What qualifications/disciplines do you feel should be considered as 
relevant for the SAC sector? 
 
Options (you can tick more than one option):

 ❑ School Age Childcare

 ❑ Early Childhood Education and Care

 ❑ Youth Work

 ❑ Social Care

 ❑ Play work

 ❑ Play/Art Therapy

 ❑ Other (please specify)

8. Do you think room leaders* should hold a qualification at a higher level 
than the minimum qualification criteria? 
*The Room Leader is a qualified childcare professional 
with responsibility for the day- to-day running of their room. Where there 
is more than 12 children requiring more than one adult, a Room Leader 
and School Age Assistant will be required.

 ❍ Yes

 ❍ No

9. What do you feel should be the minimum staffing levels – i.e. ratio*?  
*current regulations set the adult/child ratio at 1:12
1 adult to  children

10. What do you feel should be the clear floor space* requirement?
*In Early Learning and Care settings this is set at 2.3 square metres for the 
3-6 years age range

11. What do you feel should be the maximum* group size?
*In Early Learning and Care settings the maximum group size for a sessional 
session is 22 children
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12. Do you think there should be split requirements based on age ranges of 
children (e.g. 4-8 yrs., 9-15 yrs.) for certain regulations?

 ❍ Yes

 ❍ No

Please Specify

13. What, if any, do you think should be the requirement for the provision of 
nutritious food?
Options (you can tick more than one option):

 ❑ Before school – cold breakfast

 ❑ Before school – hot breakfast

 ❑ Before school – light snack

 ❑ After school – hot dinner

 ❑ After school – light snack

 ❑ Full Day Out of School Care – light snack

 ❑ Full Day Out of School Care – hot meal

 ❑ None

14. What policies and procedures do you think service providers should be 
required to have in place for regulatory compliance?  
(Please select a maximum of 10 P&P)

 ❑ Child safeguarding statement

 ❑ Policy on behaviour management

 ❑ Complaints policy

 ❑ Policy on administration of medicine

 ❑ Policy on infection control

 ❑ Policy on dropping off and collection of children

 ❑ Fire safety policy
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 ❑ Admissions and fees policy

 ❑ Homework policy

 ❑ HR policy

 ❑ Mobile phone policy

 ❑ Anti-bullying policy

 ❑ Healthy eating policy

 ❑ Outings policy

 ❑ Play, recreation and rest policy

 ❑ Other (please specify)

15. Do you have any other observations on the development of regulations 
and quality improvement frameworks for SAC?

16. Do you think there should be a requirement for the provision of an 
outdoor space on the SAC service premises?

 ❍ Yes

 ❍ No

 ❍ Please explain

17. What are your views on the content of the draft standards published with 
this survey?

18. What changes might be needed to the draft standards for different types 
of providers including childminders, ELC centre-based, school-based SAC 
and standalone SAC providers who care for children before and after 
school?
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Appendix 3
Focus Group Invitation

Thank you for your EOI to attend our focus group session with School Age 
Childcare providers next Thursday 6th June from 10am-1pm in the Ashling 
Hotel.

We would like to invite you to attend and would be obliged if you could 
confirm your attendance by return email.

An agenda and further details will issue next week.

Regards,
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Appendix 4
Invitation to Open Policy Debate

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to you in connection with an ongoing consultation process 
initiated by the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Dr. Katherine Zappone 
TD, in relation to the development of comprehensive regulations and a quality 
framework for school-age childcare. We are keen to hear your views about 
how regulations and quality standards for school-age childcare in Ireland can 
best meet the needs of children and families as well as those working in the 
sector.

The consultation process includes a call for submissions and an online survey, 
both of which are open until 5th July (details on the DCYA website). The 
consultation includes an opportunity to give feedback on the initial regulations 
that came into force in February this year, as well as a draft standards 
document submitted to the DCYA in 2018 by an independent working group.

An integral part of the consultation process will be an Open Policy Debate 
involving stakeholders which will be held in the DCYA offices (Miesian Plaza, 
Baggot Street, Dublin 2) on Thursday 20th June 2019. The Open Policy Debate 
will involve round table discussions with participants representing a range 
of stakeholders. The format is intended to allow for as much discussion as 
possible on the day. A facilitator will be at each table to guide the process. It is 
expected that the event will begin at approximately 10am and will conclude at 
4pm.

Clearly the event will be most beneficial if we can ensure that the widest 
possible range of interested parties is in attendance. In this regard, I would like 
to invite two representatives from your organisation to attend.

I attach a copy of the press release in relation to the consultation process that 
issued on 21st May. An agenda will issue in due course.  

The debate will be an opportunity for all stakeholders to share experiences and 
give their views on all aspects of regulation and quality standards in school-age 
childcare, to inform future policy.

Please reply by close of business on 10th June.
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Appendix 5

Consultation Respondents
Focus Group Attendees

Ashvale Creche
Afterschool Together
Bailieborough Development 
Association
Ballybay Community Creche
Beaumont Children’s Club
Breise Afterschool Care
Bunás Afterschool
Bushypark After School Ltd
Charlies Childcare
Comhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta 
Fingers & Toes Community Childcare 
First Steps Créche
Fonthill Daycare
Hopscotch Afterschool
Kidscare
Kilbarrack Community Development 
Project

Park Academy Childcare Cabinteely 
Play Together Childcare
Respond Support Services
Ringsend & Irishtown Community 
Centre
Riverbank Community Childcare 
Services Ltd
Rowan House Afterschool
Shining Stars Academy
Shooting Stars Afterschool
Spafield Childcare 
The Learning Tree
Threemilehouse Community 
Preschool and SAC
Tigers Childcare
TLC Childcare
Tots + Swots
Westmeath Community 
Development 
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Association of Childhood Professionals 
(ACP)
Bagenalstown Family Resource Centre
Ballinderreen Playgroup, Galway
Barnardos
Better Start
Childcare Committees Ireland (CCI)
Chambers Ireland
Childminding Ireland
Childminding Specialist
Children’s Rights Alliance
Crann Support group
DCU - Educational Disadvantage 
Centre (EDC) 
Department of Education and Skills
Early Childhood Ireland (ECI)
Early Years Specialist
Explorers Afterschool
Giraffe Childcare

HighScope
Irish Foster Care Association 
Kilkenny CCC
Maples Creche Portlaoise (Seas Suas)
National Disability Authority (NDA)
National Parents Council (NPC)
NCCA
NCN
Nurtures Best, Roscommon
Playboard NI
PLÉ
Pobal
Realtoga, Dublin
Seas Suas
Sherpa Kids Ireland
SIPTU
St. Burca Childcare
TUSLA
UCC

Open Policy Debate Attendees
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Written Submissions

Online SAC Survey Respondents

Association of Childhood Professionals 
(ACP)
Barnardos
Cork Early Years Network
Early Childhood Ireland
Explorers Afterschool
Galway CC
Grovelands Childcare
Holywell Childcare
Hopscotch Afterschool
Kids Care Before and Afterschool

Type % Number

School Based SAC provider - Owner 4.75 45

School Based SAC provider - Practitioner 2.75 26

Standalone SAC provider - Owner 3.59 34

Standalone SAC provider – Practitioner 2.53 24

Potential School Age Childcare Provider/Practitioner 2.22 21

Early Years Provider with existing School Age - 
Owner

13.73 130

Early Years Provider with existing School Age - 
Practitioner

11.51 109

Kildare CCC
Kerry School Age Childcare Network
National Parents Council
National Council of Curriculum 
Assessment
Seas Suas
Sherpa Kids
Shining Stars Homework Club
Skibbereen Community Playgroup 
CLG & Afterschool
Tobacco Free Ireland (HSE)
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Type % Number

Early Years Provider - Owner 4.01 38

Early Years Provider - Practitioner 6.97 66

SAC childminder 1.58 15

A childminder 8.34 79

Parent/Carer 40.87 387

Teacher 5.81 55

School Principal 1.37 13

School Board of Management member 0.95 9

Third Level Student 1.48 14

A member of the public 3.91 37

Representative group or union representative 0.42 4

Local government representative 0.21 2

Academic 2.01 19

Community Organisation Board member 1.80 17

Family Resource Centre Staff member 0.95 9

Family Resource Centre Board member 0.00 0

Prefer not to say 1.06 10
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Type % Number

Other (please specify):
County Childcare Committee
Community Childcare Centre Manager 
Early Intervention AIM
Tusla Early Years Inspector
HSCL Co-ordinator
LINC Tutor
Mindfulness Coach 
SCP Co-ordinator School Based
Play Therapist
PPFS Manager Tusla
SNA
Student
Youth Work Organisation
Youth Work Project Manager
Youthreach Co-ordinator

4.33 41
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Appendix 6
Full list of Suggested Policies and Procedures for Regulatory Compliance* in 
order of Preference

Policy and Procedure % Number

Child Safeguarding Statement 97.45 919

Policy on Behaviour Management 94.17 888

Anti-Bullying Policy 91.62 864

Fire Safety Policy 89.29 842

Policy on Dropping Off and Collection of Children 85.37 805

Policy on Administration of Medicine 84.52 797

Complaints Policy 80.91 763

Healthy Eating Policy 79.43 749

Policy on Infection Control 78.26 738

Admissions and Fees Policy 75.50 712

Play, Recreation and Rest Policy 72.53 684

Homework Policy 70.73 667

Mobile Phone Policy 67.97 641

Outings Policy 58.22 549

HR Policy 41.36 390
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Policy and Procedure % Number

Other (please specify):
Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Policy
Policy on the use of ICT and photographic and 
recording devices
Policy on Partnership with Parents
Policy on Consultation with Children
Outdoor Play Policy
Policy on Accidents and Incidents 
Data Protection Policy
Policy on Children and Young People’s Mental Health 
& Wellbeing
Staff Training and Development Policy
Staff Recruitment Policy
Staff Code of Behaviour
Staff Supervision

16.12 152

*Responses from online survey
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